AND MOTTIYES, 


Of ſpeciall moment, propounded to the conſideration 
of our moſt noble KING and State: 


Tending to p:r{wade them to aboliſh that unhappy and 
unhallowed gavernment of our Church by Biſhops; and 
in ſtead thereof to let 19 the government of the Lord 
leſus Chriit, ani nis holy Ocdinances, in 
their purity and power, 


Iſtiah, 26, 13 
O Lord our G2d , other Lnvds beſides thee have baa dom 11108 0Ver #1. 
o 
Lamenta. y. 8, 


Servants have ruled over us : there is none that decrh deliver us ont of 


their hand, 
Math, 1g. 13. 
Every plant , which my heavenly father hath not planes » ſhall bee 
rooted up. 


M F A 
If the ſalt have loft his ſavour, where ——_ Þ. «l it beeſalted? It 1s thenee- 
forth good for nothing but to bee caft owt , & to bee troden undev 
foote of men. 
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CERTAINE AR GVMENTS 


and Motives , of ſpecial moment , propounded 


to the conſideration of our moſt noble 
King and State : 


Tending to perſwade them to aboliſh that un- 
happy and unhallowed government of our Church by 
Biſhops ; & inſtead thereof to (et up the government 
of the Lord Icſus Chriſt, and his holy Ordi- 
nances , in their purity and power. 


Ti Archbiſhops & Lord Biſhops of Eng- 


land are the maine hinderers of the free 
paſſage of the Goſpel , & of the growth 

of godlines in that famous & flourifhingRealme. 
1 They ſtop Me mouthes of the faithfulleſt & 
fruitfulleſt Miniſters in the land; ſome one of 
which hath /by his labours in the Church) done 
God more goodlervice, & gained more ſoulcs 
to Chriſt by his Miniſtery,thea althe Biſhops have 
done , that cither now arc, or ever have beene 
in the kingdome, ſince the Goſpel beganne laſt 
to be preached & publiſhed among{tus, What a 
woful havock did they make in our Church, in 
the beginning of King 7ames his raigne, when 
they turned out at a clap foure hundred of the 
ableſt & moſt conſcionable Miniſters in the land, 


for not yeelding to ſuch things as T ſome of + z.7,4. 
themſelves then openly confeſſed to bee triffes ghan 


& nifles, cewgaWves & gamboles , fitter for children 
then fcr men of diſcretion? Howſoever the King 
. Az- caried 


| 4 

caried the name of it, yet theſe wicked Prelats 
put him upon it, and did egregiouſly abuſe both 
him and his authority to countenance their 
owne cruelty, His commaundement &commilſi- 
on was , that they ſhould firſt convince mens 
conſciences , . before they proceeded againſt 
them. But they fall pe//-22:// upon them, and 
turned them out , laving them to the wide 
world, to ſccke for fatisfattion where they could 
finde it ; they knowing that they were able to 
give them none. How have they gone on cver 
ſince, though not altogether ſo boiſterouſly,and 
with ſo much violence, yet weeding out by 
degrees , one after another, the moſt painefull 
and profitavle workinen in the Lords harveſt , & 
ſuch as did him the beſi & the faithfulleſt ſervice 
in this vineyard of his? And to what exigents 
and extremuics are both the Miniſters & meme 
bers of our churches ut t!1is day expoſed; who, as 
it is wel knowne, Co Uailic 18 troupes and great 
multitudes, not without much griefe, quirt the 
» kingdome:, to ſhelter ihemiclves in forraine 
countries from the unjuſt uturpation , and mer- 
ciles and matchles tyranny of theſe T2ntich) iſtian 
Pre/ats, the tenderet} of whoſe m:rcics are cruel? 

Prov, 12.30, b_- 4 
2 They beeing , ceitherall, or the moſt of 
them , corrupt and unſound in their judgments, 
do favournone of their clergy,as thcy call them, 
but ſuch! asgo on in a plaine and direQ way to 
Popery, or louke terribly a-ſquint towards Armi- 
naniſme , & Pelagianiſme ; either of _ who. 
EY OCVCT 
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3 
ſocver oppoſeth {eſpecially if hee do it profeſ- 
{cdly and in good carneſt) they will bee ſure to 
cruſh him, if they can, though he bee never ſo 
conformable, according to their owne be//;ſþ 
Carens, and though he bee ſo painefull in the 
worke of his Miniſtery , & ſo vnblamable in the 


courle of his life, that they have nothing to lay to - 


his charge. How then isit poſſible that the Gol- 
pel ſhould thrive and proiper amonglt us, and 
how can it bee expected that it ſhould run and 
vce g'orified, when theſe Tyrants, who fitt at the 
ſternae, & affcR the Title of Fathers of the Church, 
countenance none but men of corrupt mindes, 
I ke them{{lves,and cry downe, with might and 
maine, ail juch as do but looke towards ſynce- 
rity ? In their devithfo Canons ( of which Hell it 
ſelte would bee :ſhimcd it there were any ſhame 
there ) they anathcmatize, and curſe with Bell, 
Booke, and Candle, all ſuch as mifl ke and pro- 
feſle againſt their Remiſh Hirrorchy they pro- 
nounce them excommunicate #pſo fatto, O mon- 
ſtrous wretches, that dare give ſuch uniuſt ſen- 
tence, and thunder out ſuch a direfull and dread- 
full cenſure agiinſt thoſe faithfull ſervants of 
Chriſt, which beare witnes to the truth of his, 

which wil ſtand , when all they that oppoſe 
it ſhi] melt away like ſnow before the ſunne: 


* Some of them have growne to ſuch a height , 
of impudency and impiety , that they have not crefe. 


ſtuck to ſay, thar if 5. /aul himſelfe werea Prea- 
cherin the land, or any other man as richly-ſto- 
red and furnihed withthe graces of Gods Spirit, 

> ar 7: for 


B. Ban- 


6 

for that great worke of the Miniſtery, as $. Paw! 
was, unleſſe hee would conforme himſclfe to 
the orders of the Church now eſtabliſhed , they 
would ſuſpend , and deprive, and degrade him, 

and caſt him out of their Synagogue ; ſo little re- 

gard have they of any mans abilities and indow- 
ments! It is wonder that they do not cxpunge 
out of the Canon of holy Scripture ſundry of 8, 

Paules epiſtles , which make ſo dire&ly agiinſt 
them and their government. Moſt certaine itis 
that if that bleſſed Apoſtle were now , upon any 
complaint made againſt him, to give an account 
of his life and doQtrine before them , he ſhould 
finde lefle favour at their hands, then hee did at 
the hands of Felix, AF. 23. 35. they would not 
ſtay till his accuſcrs came , but they would force 
him by their curfed 0h ex officio ( which was 
hatched in hell) to accuſe himlclfe,or elſe to pri- 
ſon hee muſt, there to ly long enough, without 
baile or mainepriſe, What pity is it that ſuch 
ungracious wretches ſhould bee put into any 
place of eminency, which know no better how 
touſe it ? When the righteous are in authority, the 
people rioyee , but when the wicked beareth rule , 
the peeple ſigh, Prov. 29: 2, 

3 - Their poyſoning of the fountaines, and 
thoſe violent courſes which they take againſt 
Miniſters, diſcourage Parents from ſending their 
children to the Vaiverfities. How well would 
our Naioths and our Berhels, our {choolcs of the 
Prophets , be furniſhed with yong Students, 
which would bee ready upon all occaſions to bee 

called 


Ms, », <4 = «9 
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, ; 
called forth to ſerve God both in rhe Church 
and in the common wealth, if theſe wretched 
wi{creants did not nip in the bud,and cruſh in the 
ſhcl, & ſtrangle in the birth the very beginnings 
of grace in thoſe young plants, which would 
otherwiſe increaſe with the increaſings of God, and 
would grovy vp like Cedars in Lebanon ? There is an 
evil eye caſt vpon them, if once they do but be- 
ginne to walke in the waics of God, and run not 
with others to the ſame exceſſe of riot. And of 
what ſtraine or garbe ſo ever they bee, there is a 
very ſtti& order taken, that vnleſſe they will 
both ſ#bſcribe,and take a moſt ſhameſull 0h, they 
ſlial take no degree in ſchooles, to teſtify their 
progreſſe and proceeding in humane learning, 
Nor 1s there any preferment to bee had , orto 
bee held, except men will yeeld to the corrup- 
tions of the times ; which are now growne ſo 
great, that they are not to bee endured, Which 
maketh Parents many times to put the beſt and 
moſt towardly of their children upon other im- 
ployments ; and if they ſend any to the Yaiverſ/- 


. Ties; they bee ſuch, for the moſt part,as are good 


for litle but to ſerve the times. Whercin theſe 
CAdverſarics of the grace of Gd bring ſuch a da- 
mage and detriment to our King and State, as 
they will never bee able to recompenſe, as that 
good Pueeve Heſtcy [peakethin anothercale con- 
cerning their brother Haman, Heſt. 7. 4. 

4 They diſharten young Schollers from ap- 
plying themſelves tothe ſtudy of Divinity , by 
theirdenying admittance and enterance __—_ e 

|; ni- 
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Miniſtety to all men, thongh never ſo ſingular- 
ly and extraordinarily qualified, except their 
conſciences bee made of cheveril, and will (like 


Kids leather) ſtretch every way; and vnleſſe they | 


will by their praQtiſe of conformity iuſtify a great 
number of things , which they know to bee 
groſlcly and palpably evill. And when men are 
in poſicſſion of Paſtoral! charges , they are put to 
{o much'dru4gery in the execution of their Mi- 
niſteriall fuction , that they were better to rub 
horſe heeles, then, as the caſe now ſtands, to bee 
Miniſters in the church of England , and to live 
in ſach baſe ſervitude and ſlavery vnder thoſe 
_Antichriſtian & accurſed Prelats, Noattire muſt 
ſerve thcir turne , when they come to diſcharge 


theirduty in the Lords Sanctuary , but the ha- | 


bit of the whoze of Rome, and the very maſling 
garment it ſelfe of that filrhy /rumper, They mult 
croſſe , and crouch, and cringe arthe command of 
thoſe their Lords and Maſters. They muſt ad- 
mittto the Sacramec of the Lords ſupper whome 
ſoever theſe Carercaps allow of,though never ſo 
unworthy ; and they muſt rcjetand repell from 
that holy Communion and company all ſuch as 
wil not kneele in the a7 of recctving , though they 
know right well that they do refuſe it onely out 
of the tendernes of their conſciences, becauſe 
they dare not ſynne againſt their God in ſo do- 
ing; andalbeit they are perſwaded in their ve 
ſoulecs, that they bee inall other reſpeRs thefir- 
reſt Pcrſons in their Congregations to come to 
the Lords Table. They muſt at their beck caſt 


out 


9 
out of the church , by the fearfull ſentence of 
Excommunication , many times the beſt Chriſti 
ans in their Pariſhes for very triviall buſineſſes : 
as for not appearing in one of their Courts, 
when haply they had no warning ; or for non- 
payment of a fee of foure pence to a paltry p- 
pariiowr, They mult rcade in their churches, 4s 
Canonical Scripture,thole Apocrypha- bookes,which 
are full of fables & fitions , of lies and of leaſongs. 
They mult baptiſe , if they bee required, ina 
houſe meerely private, which nouriſheth a ſuper- 
ſtitious opinion of the neceſſity of Baptiſme ; and 
they muſt uſe conditional Bapriſme in the phiblike 
Congregation , after the childe hath beene pri: 
vately baptiſed. They muſt hou/t the fick , mary 
with the Ring, Church women, anddoa thouſand 


ſuch things, any one of whicha man that maketh 


conſcience of his waics dare nor adventure upon 
for a world. And ycc all theſe things muſt a 
poore Miniſter do, if hee will hold his place, and 
enjoy his Miniſtery. Which maketh many of our - 
belt and finci{t wits to betake themſelves to the 
ſtudy of the law, or phylicke , and to abandon & 
put out of theiramindes all thoughts of entering 
into the Miniſtery ; which, as things are now 
caried, they hold to bce a calling not fitt for an 
honeſt man, Whata heavy and dolefull account 
ſhall theſe Yermine one day give to our God-for 
devouring his pleaſant plants ? And what ſhall 
become of theſe Foxes, which thus 4 /roy the Lord; 
Vines? Cant, 24 15. 


5 They have had an intention a long. while, 
i:nort 
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ifnot wholly to put downe , yet atleaſt to di- 
miniſh-and lefſen preaching. Which though 
they durſt not aſſaile with open violence , for 
feare of the people , amongſt whom it would 
have made them more odious then they are al- 
ready ; yet have they theſe many yeeres beene 
ſecretly undermining it. About the beginning 
of King 1ames his raigne , or the later end of 
Queene E/ifabeths of blcfled memory , * the Pre- 
late of London called before him all the Miniſters 
of the City , and gave them expreſſe charge that 
they ſhould preach but once upon the Lords day: 
and if any of them would do any thing in the 
afternoone ( which hee neither required, nor 
did greatly approve of ) hce told them}, that hee 
would have them Catechiſe. No Catechilme hee 


permitted them to uſe, but the ordinary , What is * 


your name, &c, for {ſo hee expreſſed him(clfe, 
And if any emongſt them would needescxplane 
and open the ſame, hee told them, that the lefle 
paines they tooke for that which they delivered, 
it were the better : for, ſaith hee, it is nut nec d- 
full that the people ſhould know too much. O 
horrible treachery and cruelty againſt the pre» 
tious ſoules of Gods people ! Who would ever 
have looked for ſuch words out of the mouth of 
a very rakeſhame intimes of ſo great light ? Since 
that , they have had a project to ſuppreſle Ledtu- 
rers; which in ſome countries they did deſpe- 
rately ſetupon , and proceede in with a rage that 
reached to heaven. 1n other places they have like- 
wiſc attempted it, but ſomewhat Aa = 
an 
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and inſenſibly. And doubtles they had prevailed 
in this plott had not the Lord himſelfe extraor- 
dinatily ſtirred up the hart of a noble man, who 
heard of it, to go to our graciows King , and to 
acquaint him with the vilenes and odiouſnes of 
the deſigne of theirs ; and by that meanes they 
were diſappointed of their purpoſe, when they 
made no queſtion but they ſhould have gott it 
ratified by his Maieſtics royall authority. If they 
had prevailed in that , it is to bee thought that 
their next attempt would have beene, to have 
taken he Bible out of mens handes,and ſo to have 
brought the people of this land back againe to 
that Cymmerian and Egyptian darknes, in which 
our forefathers for many yeeres together did 


heretofore ly buried. * One of rhat carſed crew * B.Ravis. 


leth entombed in Parles church , with one 


| booke at his head, and another at his feere, That 


at his feete is thought to bee the Bible , which 
theſe godles Prcl.its tread under foote. That at 
his head is ſuppoſed to bee the booke of common 
praier, which hee caried with him as a Crowne 
to the place whither hee is gone. But whither 
theſe monftiri;goe ( which are neither Miniſters, 
nor members of any of our Congregations) I 
profeſſe I know not; unleſle it bee to the place 
whither their fe/loW traitour Indas is gone before, 
Ad, 2.25. there to remaine among ſuch as the 
Apoſtle ſpeaketh of, Phil, ;. r9. For it can not 
bee imagined -thar there ſhoud bee any place in 
heavenfor thefe Wrerches: butas they hate Gods 
people. here: upon earth with a perfe hatred, 
B 2 lo it 
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ſoit is to bee thought that the Lord will ſer a 
great gulſe , and make an eernall ſeparation be. 
rweene them , & the weſſels of his mercy , Luke 16, 
20. 2.Thefs, 1 7.8. 9-10, | 
6 They have ſupprefſcd that famous & wore 
thy worke of buyingin , and reſtoring to the 
church 1mpropriations ; which wasa moſt charita- 
ble, and uſefull & hopefull bufines,and likely to 
have brought more advantage to the Miniſtery 
of England , then any one thing of that nature, 
which hath beene undertaken in any mans me- 
mory. | Divers were brought in,8& brought back 
againe to the Church, by thoſe men which were 
truſted with that bufines ; who caried -them- 
ſelves very fairhfally in it ; & many great ſummes 
lay ready , which would have beene frankly and | 
freely given for the buying in of moe , it that. 
worke had gone on as it began ; whereby much * 
glory would have redovnded to God, as much 
comfort to thouſands of poore fonles , which 
now are liketo want it, In many placcs where | 
the maintenance of the Miniſter was ſhort and | 
ſcant,the feoffees did, out of thoſe [mpropriations | 
which they had in their hands, makea ſupply and ! 
addition , to make the living competent for an * 
able and an honeſt man, In otherplaces, where 
there was moſt want of preaching , they ſet up | 
Lefures, and put in men of good abilities, and 
fuch as would teach the people to bee obedient to 
God , and leyall to their Soveraiene. And where 
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there were Lectures before , which had "dey 
s 


competency of meancs allotted to them , they 
increaſed 


T3 
iacreaſed their allowance ,. that ſo the. Miniſters 
might go on the more confortably in theworke 
of their Minftery.,. But this.made” our Biſhops lick 
of the (plene. They cried out that this would 
beethe ruin of the Chu:ch of Enzlind., The truth 
is, they fearcd, but without caule;that this would 
intime haveclipped their wings , & have abrid- 
ged theirauthority, whereof they are mych moye 
jclous then of Gods glory ; and thatcauſed them 
ro ſet the matter ſo much to hart. It is truc that 
the fatall blow wag given to that worke in ano- 
ther Court : but theſe. wngrations Prelats kindled 
the coles, and blew that fire , which hath can- 
ſ{wunecd and brought it ro nothing. Wherein the y 
have ſhewed themſelves to bee hketo their fa- 
ther che Devill, who, 4s 4 roaring Lion , walketh 
about ſecking whom hee ma devoure, 1, Pet. 5.8. 
They have put downe the mectings of the 
men. of ſeveral ſhires & counties, now dwellers 
in London, which were wont to aſſemble,toge- / 
ther once a.yeere , & dida great deale of good to 
thoſe countries where they were borne. There 
they ſet up, anddoto this day maintaine at their 
owne tharge, LeFures in Markt tones, andother 
places of greatelt reſort , where they ſuppoſed 
they might do moſt good, and where there was 
greateſt want of preaching ; which wasa great 
eaſe andcomfort to the Chriſtians in thoſe parts; 
and more they would have done every ycere for 
the good of thoſe places , if theſe meetings of 
thcirs had not beene thus unſcaſonably interrup- 
ted and broken off by theſe men which beare ill 
D | Þ 5+ will 
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Willro Sion, But the name of a Lefure is ynough 
to cruſh & quaſtrany ſuch pious & good worke. 
Iknow well that the places, where they uſed to 
meecte , were denied them by anctherauthority : 
but the Prelats were the plotters and contrivers 
of this miſchicfe , out of that inveterate malice 
ard hatred. which they beare againſt preaching, 
Wherein they reſemble their Predeceſſours , the 
Scribes and Phariſes , which ſout up the kingdome of 
heaven againit men, & will neither go in themſelves, 
nor ſuffer them that are entering to go in, Mat.23.13. 
8 They urge and prefſe upon Miniſters a 
Subſcription not onely againſt reaſon, but dircly 
azamit Lav, The ſtarute of the 13. Elizabeth re- 
quircth of Miniſters no ſubſcription but to the 
Articles of religion, and that alſo no further chen 
they concerne faith and Sacrame;ts onely. But theſe 
troublers of iſracl, and diſturb*rs of the peace of 
ourchurch , wil have them ſubſcribe not onely 
to that whole booke, but ro foure other bookes 
alſo , namely the bocke of commen prayer , the 
booke of Crdinarion,and two bookes of H. milies, 
in ſome ot.e of which ſaid bookes ir is well 
k10wne th:t there bee many hundreds of foule 
and grofſe corrup:ions, Andif a man have ſub- 
fcrived in his younger yeeres , when hee knew 
no betrer, and was unable, and it may beeun- 
willicg alſo to examine, and try things by the 
troe rouchſtone, and'to weigh them in the bal- 
lance of the SanRuary ; it afrerwards hee re- 
nounce, or do but revolr from his ſubſcription, 
and ſhall refuſe to juſtify by his praftiſe that to 
which 
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15 | 
which ignorantly and unadviſedly hee did for. 
mecrly ſubſcribe with his hand ; though hee have 
done God faithfull ſervice in his Church for the 
ſpace of many yeeres, and have taken more then 
ordinary paines in his miniſtery;, they turne him 
out with a great deale of wrath and indignation, 
and expolc him,his vife & chil:rea, to miſery & 
beggery. And ifin thele caſes men bee content 
to leave their native ſoyle,& ſhall (ceke to ſecure 
and fafegard themſclves in other nations from , 
the fury of theſe Tigers , yet thither will their ' 
malice follow them , and their armes are now 
growne ſo long , that cven there alſo they can 
reach them. Butthere will atimc come, when 
theſe wretches ſhall know to their coſt, and b 
miſerable and wofull experience , when ir will 
bee to late , that it is the Lord [ſus himſelfe whom 
theyp:rſicute, and that hey kick againſt pricks , Add. 
9. 5, And heethat bath thoſe ſfarrs in his right 
hand, Revcl. r. 16: and accounteth of them as his 
lewels, will one day render intothe boſome of | 
th.ir P:rſccutours, and that with more then or- 
dinary ſeverity , allthe wrongs which they have 
done to thoſe poore ſervants of his, & will then 
bce theoughly avenged of all his and their ma- 
licious and defpitefull cnemies. 

o They thruſt Chri#t out of his chazre of Eflate, 
and will not ſuffer him to rule &raigne among(t 
us, according to his owne holy will revealed in 
his word, by Paitours,Teachers,and Elders ; which / 
hee hath ordained and appointed for the gover- 


nigg of his Churches, and for the perfecting of the 
S Saints, 


16 
Saints, &c: till Wee all come in the unity of the faith, 


feft man , unto the meaſure f the flature of the fulnes 
of Chritt, Rom. 12.7.8, and 1. Tim.$.17, Epheſ .g. 
12.13. Wherein they plainely profeſlc, and pro- 
claime opealy to the whole world, that they are 
fevers againſt God himſelſe , and maine oppoſers 
of his grace and goodnes. How would the Gol. 
pel flouriſh in our land, & what glorious fucceſſe 


men, if the Lord 7eſws might once bee permitted 
ro rale in our Congregations, by his owne Offi- 
cers & ordinances; and if that holy governement 
of his naight bec fer up amongſt us in perfet 
beauty? What a goodiy ſight would it bee to (ce 
every Congregation of Chriſtians in this king- 
-, \ dome to bee a complete & entire ſpirituall body 
\ \withinit ſelfe, without having any dependance 
upon theſe Romyſh Prelats,and their Popiſh Canons? 


for at the hands of our State, to which hce hath 
vouchſafed ſo many and To great mercies, The 
Lo:d Ieſws Chriſt , who is agreat King, and the 
Lordand Lawgiver of his Church , hath ficted & 
farniſh:d men extraordinarily for this great 
worke & ſervice.. And the harts of all the people 
of the land , which areany whitt well affected, 
tooke that way ; as appearcth by their continuall 
labouring forit ever ſince the beginning of the 
raigae of Lurcne EliFbeth of pious and happy 
memory, Oaely thele wicked Biſhops oppolcit, 
which never did good nor ever will do. They 
can 


and of the knowledge of the ſonne F God, unto aper- - 


and intertainement would it finde in the harts of 
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It is that which the great God of heaven looketh 


T” 
can not endure the name of D//ciphne, but have 
alwaics ſet themſelves -with tooth and naile,and 
with might and maine, againſt the kingdome of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and his ſacred ſoveraignety, 
But let them looke toit , and remember what is 
like to bee their doome , if they mend: not their 
maners : Thoſe mine enemies which would not that 

wid raigne over them , bring hither, and /tay them 
before mee, Luke 19. 27. 

10 They hinder, as muchas in them lieth, the 
publiſhing of all bookes, though never ſo mo- 
deſtly written , in thedefence of Chris holy 
cauſe, and that unalterable government , which 
hee in his /a/? il and Teſtament hath preſcribed 
to his Churches. And it by their ſcoutes, which 
they have in every corner, they can diſcover 8& 


? finde out the Printer of any ſuch Treatiſes, they y 


deale very rigorouſly and roughly with him, 
Himſelfe they commit cloſe enough to Priſon, 
and there they let him ly as long as they pleaſe, 
even till they have ruined him, his wife,and chil- 
dren ; they ſeize upon his Preſſe and letters, and 
ſell them away before his face for a ſong ; they 
rifle and ranſack his houſe, and cary away, by 
thoſe helhounds their Purſivants , as much of 
his goods as they liſt , without ever making any 
reſtitution of that which they do ſo wrongfully & 
and fcloniou/ly take from him; when as in the 
meane while they ſuffer the Printers of popiſh 
Pamphlets to go on in their way. withour inter- 
ruption, Nay when ſuch zotoriows Offenders are 
brought to them, and pur into their hands, they 
C ſend 
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ſend them-away, if not witha reward , yet cer- 
rainely without any check or puniſhment ; ſo 
well do many of theſe. /azy lubbers and. idle 
drones like of thoſe Romiſhvarlets and their'Re- 
ligion: Yea, whereas printing by the blefling of 
God hath beenc a ſpeciall ;meanes of ſpreading 
anddivulging the Goſpel in the Chriſtian world 
in theſe later times; it is verily beleeved by man 
that theſe wretche&s havea purpoſe, if they can 
handſomely and cleanly accompliſhit, wholly to 
ſuppreſſe that rare mſtery , | and muſt nible and fa- 
mous Art, Divers Printers complaine {and I ſup- 
poſe not without cauſe } that they can get no- 
thing licenſed, They , who are author:{ed and 
appointed for that purpoſe, do not ſimply and 


- abſolutcly deny to do it; but they dclay them ® 
extraordinarily, and beyond all mealure, When +» 


they have attended them, and called upon them, 
moneth after moneth , and one ycere after an- 
other, thciranſ{were in concluſion is, that they 
are: not at leiſure to reade over their treatiſes. 
Nay, it is reported by ſome, but how true that is 
time will ſhew , that they ſhall not bee ſuffered 
ro print their old copies , which they have for- 
merly printed with priviledge, till the Licenſer 
do certify a-new, under his hand , that hee harh 
carefully read over every paſſage both in the 
body of thoſe bookes, and in the Epiſtles pre- 
fixed before them, and that there is nothing in 
them repugnant to thoſe tenents , which theſe 
rand Clergy-maſters do now hold. Which if it 
bee true , it is high time both for Printers mn | 
. BoOKe- 
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Bookeſeliers to go and learne ſome new Trade ; 
for they will not bee ableto live of the old. By 
this meanes theſe wipers do cloſely eate out' the 
bowels of our church, and they run a courſe di- 
rely and pointblanck — that of the 
holy Apoſtle, 2. Thef 3. :, whoſe defire was, 
that the Word of God might have free paſſage & bee 
glorified. 


It were to bee wiſhed therefore that our 
King and State would turne out theſe {1bby- 
lubbers, & pluck thoſe fat morſels out of their 
mouthes , and cauſe them to get their living 
by the ſweate of their browes, as other poore 
Miniſters do , which labour in the word and 
dodrine. And it will manifeſtly appeare to 
bee a worke moſt fitt & neceſſary to bedone, 
if theſe things following bee well weighed, 
and rightly and duely conſideredof, 


: Their places and callings are abominable, & 
accurſed, and Antichriſtian. Gods Biſhops, out of 
all queſtion , they arc not. Hee knoweth no 
Lord Biſhops, nor will hec ever acknowledge and 
owne them: for his. Mans Biſhops they them- 
ſelves confidently affirme they are not ; though 


the * diſcreeteſt and moderateſt of theirs Pre- +3. ph;e: 
deceſſours have heretofore ingenuouſly con- gift. 


feſſed., that their callings are of humane inftitu- 
tion,and that it is inthe powerof the Magiſtrate 
to'turne them all out at his-will and: pleaſure; 
&that hee may do itwithout finne againſt God- 
But this our Prelats now-a. daics diſclaime, and 

| —_ will 
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will not indure to heare of it. Beeing then nei. 


ther Gods Biſhops , nor mans, they muſt of ne- 


ceſſity bee- ordained” and ſet np by the Dewill, 
whole eldeſt'fonneis the Pope of Rome ,and theſe 
pery Popes, our Biſhops,areall younger brethren to 
him; there going but a paire of ſheeres betweene 
them. Their Lordly authority hath certainely no 
foundation nor footing in the Scripture , but is 
direaly contrary to the inſtitution of Chriſt, & 
his bleſſed will and Teſtament ; and it hath beene 
the ground of that Canrichriſtian Hierarchy of the 
man of ſinne,w/om God Will conſume with the ſpirit 
of his munth, 2, Theſſ. 2. 8, Their civill power 


deſcrveth rather to bee exploded then refuted, * 


Chriſt expreſlely forbiddeth his diſciples ſuch 
Lordly dominion , Luke 22. 25. Hee himſelfe rc- 
faſed to bee made a King, 1-n 6, 15. profeſling 
that his kingdome was not of this World , Tobn 18.36, 
Hee refuſed to part an heritage betwixt brethre, 
Luke 12.14. Hee would not give ſentence againſt 
the womm taken in adultery, lobn8.1r, What 
intolerable preſumption is it then for our Prel/ars 
to exerciſe ſuch authority, as our bleſſed Saviour 
neither practiſed himſelfe, nor permitted to his 
fiſciples, Nor is the eccleſiaſticall Juriſdiftion, 
which they uſurpe over the Miniſters of tha 
Goſpel, any whitt better, but is LAntichriſtian 
and naught , as well as the other. Chriſt Ieſus 
rooke upon him the forme of a ſervant, Phil, 2,7, 
Hee came notto bee miniſtred unto , but to mi- 
niſter, Math. 20.28, ( and the ſervant is not above 
his Lord, Math. 10, 24.) Hee forbidderh his 
| Sou as” : diſciples 
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diſciples all ſuch dominion & ſoveraignty, Math, 


. 20. 25. Marke 10, 43- Nis Apoſtles receive equall 


power and authority from him, 'Marh. 18, 18. 
Tohn 20, 23. They clayme no ſuperiority or pri- 
macy- one above another , but ſtile themſelves. 
ſervants, 2.Cor,4. 5. Miniſters & diſpenſers. 1. Cor. 
4+ 1. and Ambaſſadoars, 2, Cor,s. 20. They ſend 
Peter and Tohn as their meſſengers to Samaria , 
4s 8, 14. which argueth equality. Peter diſ- 
claiming all ſuch ſuperiority equalleth himſclfe 
with the Miniſters and Elders of the Chutch, 
calling himſelfe their fellow elder, 1. Pet. 5. 7. 
and forbiddeth Miniſters to uſurpe any Lordſhip 
over Gods heritage, ver,z. S, Tobn rebuketh Dis» 
trephes for affecting preheminence, Epiſt. 3. 9. 
Nordid ever any man take upon him to bee a 


{ Paſtourof Paſtours , but that man cf finne, and 


Lord Biſhops , which are his genuine offpring , & 
are lincally deſcended from him. As therefore 
their offices and functions were hatched in hell, 
ſo'it would bee a very happy thing for this ſtate 
of ours,if it would pleaſe God and our King, that 
they ___ bee returned and ſent back againe 
thither;that our church, which theſe many yeeres 
hath borne them as a heavy burden , may bee no 
longer cumbred with them. 

'2 No man living upon the face of the earth 
may preſume to preſcribe a paterneaccording to 
which the Churches of Chriſt ſhould bee for- 
med; nor may any creatnre in heaven or earth, 
without'a commiſſion from the ſonne of God, 
appoint lawes for the guiding and ka 25 

| 3 is 
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his houſe : that beeing a glory which the Lord 
Teſus Chrif hath reſerved in his owne hands, and 
wil communicate neither with man nor Angel ; 
it belonging as properly to him to rule his 
church according to the good pleaſure of his 
owne will, as it bclongeth to him to ſave it by 
the merit of his ſufferings. Hee by the appoint- 
ment of his father is the onely head, King , Lord, 
Lawgiver, & ſupreme Governoar of his Church, 
which hee hath Waſhed und made White With his 
bloud, Epheſ. r, 22. Iames. 4. 12. Revel, 7. 14. Hee 
hath not left his Church , which is his body, 
maimed or imperfe&t , deſtitute of lawes and 
Offices needfull for the governing of the ſame, 
but hath appointed a Miniſtery forit , with a cal- 
ling thereunto , and with lawes limiting their 
funtion and governments , leaving nothing 
therein to the will of man , Col, 2, 18, This go- 
vernment, with all the offices & funions there= 
. toappertaining , are ſet downe in the written 
word of God (the onely rule both of doarine 8& 
diſcipline in the church) which is able ro make the 
man of God perfeF to every good worke,2,Tim.3.17. 
The offices appointed by Chriſt for the ruling of 
his churches are thoſe of Paſtours, Teachers, and 
Elders ; whoſe ſeverall gifts, properties , and qua- 
lifications are diſtiatly and at large ſet. downein 
the Scripture, Theſe offices and miniſteries, and 


the lawes concerning the ſame,are ſufficient for- 
the ruling of Chriſt his Church here on carth;; 
and that forme and frame of government, pre-' 


(cribed and left by our Saviour for the ordering 


of 
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of his houſe, is every way complete of it ſelfe, 
and needeth no helpeof man to make it perfe. 
Elſe Chriſt can not bee honoured as a pertett 
governour of his Church; and otherwiſe both 
the Scripture and Chriſts body are imperfect; 
And if theſe bee not perfe, then may man erect 
new offices, and adde new Miniſteries , and hee 
may alſo take away, and alterany of theſe at his 
owne pleaſure, Then alſo is the Church of the 
new Teſtament inferiour to that of the old, 
which received all the lawes & ordinances from 
God himſclfe. But to affirme all or any one of 
theſe it is impious and abſurd. And as this go- 
vernment appointed by Chriſt is ſufficient and 
moſt perfect, ſo is it perpetuall, and may not bee 
altered by men or Angeles. 7imothie is com- 
maundcd to keepe this platforme,and all the or- 
dinances concerning it, to the gloriows comming 
of the Lord ifs, 1.Tim.; 5.21, and 6.13.14, All the 
offices of this church mentioned Rom. 12.6. 7.8, 
are called members of the body of the church, wer, 5, 
and 1, Cor. 12.27. 28: which is the bedy of Chriſt, 
Eph.1.22, 23. Iftherefore the church of Chriſt, 
which is his body , muſt continue perfe@ till his 
comming, theſe offices and miniſteries muſt alſo 
continue; for if any one of them bee taken away, 
his body is maimed and mangled. And if Chriſt 
ſhall continue to bee governour of his charches, 
hee muſt continue to rule and governe inthem 
by his owne Officers, and by thoſe lawes and or- 
dinances which hee himſelfe hath preſcribed in 
his word; otherwiſe hee is not the —_— 
( 
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of them. If his Officers bee refuſed, hee is re 
jeted; and if the order of government appoin- 
ted by him bee thruſt out, & another ſubſtituted 
inthe roome of it, then is hee , upon the point, 
depoſed from his regeney , & the ſcepter is taken 
out of his hands, 

3 If this holy government inſtituted and or- 
dained by the ſorine of God him(clfe might bee 
erected and ſet up in our churches, there would 
bee ſuch a confluence & concurrence of all good 
things, contributing joyntly to the happines of 
this kgngdome,as our eyes have never yet ſcene, 
Gods bleſſing doth ever accompany his owne 
ordinance, But if that bee cither ſleighted or 


negle&ted; though men t:ke the wiſeſt and the 


molt politike courſes, that their (illy and ſhallow 
braines can deviſe, for the attaining of the ſame 
ends which God aimeth at the Lord bloweth 
upon them, and blaſteth them, & bringeth them 
allro nothing , that they do no good ; as might 
calily bee exemplified in many other particu- 
lars, as well as in this of Church-government, if 


neede required. For hee deſtroyeth the wiſdome of 


the wiſe , & bringeth 10 nothing the underſtanding of 
the prudent, r.Cor.1.19. the fooliſhnes of God beeing 
wats thew men , and the Wweakenes of God ſfronger 
then men, ver. 25, But to keepe to the point in 
hand. This government of the church by uarch- 
biſhops and Lord B:ſhips was firlt brought in, and 
hath beene very unhappily continued inour land 
andcr a pretence of preſerving the peace & unity 
ofthe Church , & forthe preventing of ſchiſmes 
and 


25 
and diviſions in the ſame. But the wofull ex- 
perience of many yeeres ſheweth , that theſe 
ftrange Lords , who by their places ſhould bee 
fathers and foſterers of the church , have beene, 


| andare to this day, crue//and curſed Stepfaihers to 


it, and in ſtead of preventing diſtractions and 
diſſenſions among us , they have beene from 
time to time the ſole cauſe and originall of all 
thoſe moſt lamentable diviſions , and of thoſe 
heavy preſſures, which our poore churches have 
groned under, ever ſince the Goſpel came into 
this kingdome. What errour and herefies have 
they of late brought in & countenanced by their 
authority , to the harts griefe of manyof the beſt 
affeed people of the land ? How do Arminia» 
niſme and Bellarminianiſme preyaile by reaſon 
of that favour which theſe /inſey-woolſey lukes 
warme Laodiceans ſhew to thoſe which ſet their 
faces that way ? What a rent have they lately 
made in our church by their ſtri& preſling of 
people to come to their owne Congregations 
when there is no preaching, and by their urging 
of crouching and cringing at the name of Ieſus , & 
before their Altars, and other ſuch like /rumpery ? 
What/a number of our beft and moſt judicious 
Chriſtians do they daily drive out of the land , . 
by their harſh , and baſe , and uncivill ufage of 
them ? Sith therefore the Goſpel is ſo much op- 
poſed, and oppugned, & troden downe by theſe 
Cantichriftian Prelars, what a bleſſed and worthy 
worke would it bec,and how acceptable a ſervice 
to God , if it would pleaſe _ molt grations King 
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to depoſe,& thruſt out theſe proud aſurpers, who. 
have too too long domineered and tyranniſed 
over Gods heritage, and to ſet the Lord Ieſms Chriit 
upon his Throne.and to take order that hee may, 
rule his churches according to his owne will 
revealed in his word ? Which glorious and happy 
enterpriſe, if his Maicſtie would ſeriouſly ſer 
upon , and go through wich , I dare be bold to 
ſay,that the Lord would make good to him, and 
this ſtate, as much as hee once promiſed and 
did accordingly performe to the people of the 
lewes, upon their onſet and firſt beginning to 
ſett forward the building of his Temple, Hag. 2. 
18.19.Hee would from that very day remove all 
thoſe heavy judgments which have theſe many 
yeercs waited upon that curſed government. of 
Siſbops , and in {tead of them hee would ſhower 
downe ſuch abundance and variety of his choy- 
ſe{t mercies and bleſſings upon our King and his 
kingdomes , as would makeall the world to 
wonder , and to ſtand amazed at it. Oh, that his 
Maieſtie would but try what the Lord would do 
in that caſe ! England would then bee as Icruſa- 
lem ſometime was, the praiſe of the world , the 
perfection of beauty , and the ioy of the whole 
earth. Then would the Lord dwel amongſt us, 
and bee a father unto us, and hee would rejoyce 
over usand delight in us ro do us good, Then 
would our exiles returne, & the pooredeſpiſed, 
and diſperſed , and diſtreſſed ſervants of God 
would ing for joy of hart , and the woice of weeping 
would bee no more heard amongit wi, nar the voice 
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of cr1ing, for theſe Wolves, and Leopards, & Lions 
becing throwne out of thoſe places wherein 
they do daily ſucha world of miſchiefe , there 
would bee none to hurt or deſtroy in Gods holy Monn- 
taine : our land Would then bee full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea- 

4 Whereas his Maie/tie hath at this time much 
uſe and many imployments for mony; if hee 
would bee pleaſed toturne theſe byure creatures 
a-grazing,, and ſeize upon their Biſbopricks, and / 
take into his hands the Cathedrall Churches (as 
King Henry the eighth ſometimes did the Abbzes, 
and thoſe irreligioas houſes) hee might , to his 
owne harts content , beeplentifully ſupplied at 


. the preſent for all his occafions, and have a large 


yeerly Revenue comming in , ſufficient to main- 
tainean Army in the field to ſuppreſſe & ſubdue 
all the enemies of his Crownes and Kingdomes, 
and to helpe downe with that man of ſynne, who 
iS drunke with the bloud of Gods Saints, And why 
will our renowned Syveraizne ſuffer ſuch a happy 
and golden opportunity to ſlip out of his hands ? 
It is thought by ſome , that if King James had 
lived, hee would have done it, and would have 
taſtedtheir fleſh. And why ſhould not our noble 
and religious King (who in other things is an imi- 
tatour of his fathers vertues ) effe@ that which 
his father ſo much affeted, & had a good minde 
to do,- if time had ſerved for it? What ſhould 
hinder him?I confeſſe freely, I know not. Theſe 
Lordly Prelats nevefdid any good in thg Church 
of God ; nordo they any at this time ; nor will 
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they ever hereafter do any, but a great deale of 
milchiefe. Idle they are above meaſure , and 
many'of them 'groſlely and palpably ignorant : 
and they are growne touch an extreme height 
of pride, and ambirion', and tyranny ; thatit is a 
great wonder how the State can thus long beare 
them. Moſt odious they are both to God and 
man ; and the very name of a Biſhop beginneth 
now to ſtinke in the noſethrils of all ehe people 
of the Land , that favour the things of -God , or 
have any reliſh of Religion, though they looke 
not towards ſyncerity , nor beare any love to it; 
And for their w__ Charches , what bee they, 
for the moſt part, but dennes of theeves, and cages 
of uncleane Birds ? There isa great deale of ſuper- 
ſtitious and falſe worſhip nouriſhed and maintai- 
ned in them, to the diſhonour of AlmightieGod, 
to the ſcandall of that holy Religion which is 
profeſſed amongſt us, and to the retoycing &en- 
couraging of Papiſts, who laugh in their ſleeves, 
and arc in good hope to have their Roniſhreli- 
gion one day ſett up againe in this Kingdome, 
ſceing wee retaine ſuch monuments of their 
Idolatry and ſuperſtition fill in the midft of us, 
and do re-edify & repaire them with ſuch zeale, 
as if therein wee did God good ſervice. What 
Pitty isit that ſuch an infinite maſſe of mony,as is 
. raiſed yeerely out of theſe Biſhopricks , and the 
lIivings belonging to thoſe Cloyfers, ſhould bee 
ſo vainely , and baſlely , and irreligiouſly conſu- 
med and devoured by ſuch uſeles , and worthles 
perſons, as are good for nothing but to _ 
WOO 
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wood with their heads; when as'inthe meane 
while our deare and dread Soveraigne wanterh it 
for better purpoſes? Whatan advanuge wonld 
it bee ro our King, and what an advancement of 
the revenue of the Crowne , if the increaſe and 
profit which ariſeth & iſſueth our of theſelarge 
and ample poſſeſſions ( which is now meerely 
and wholly to no purpoſe waſted) might bee 
brought into his Maiefties Treafury , there to 
bee preſerved to his uſe and to bee alwaies ina 
readines to bee diſpoſed of by him. according to 
his godly wiſdome, to the glory of God, andin 
the ſervice of the State ; and might bee there 
carefully ſtored up, as a meanes of ſupply , and as 
a ſock of proviſion, for the accommodating of 
his Maieſty , when, and as often as hee ſhall have 
uſe of it , and for the fitting and furniſhing of 
thoſe many neceſſary and juſt occaſions which 
hec hath to imploy and expend the ſame upon? 
»1-5> it woutd bec a marvellous eaſe for this 
Kingdome , if by the mercifull goodnes of our 
God it might once bee freed from theſe ,onri- 
chriitiin Prelats, & their Courts, which robbe his 
Maicſties ſubjects of an exceeding great ſumme 
of mony every ycere. One would not ima- 
ginc' how much they extort from Miners, 
Churchwardens , and the reſt of the people of the 
land , for fees, and by meancs of thoſe unjuſt 
vexations which they put them continually unto, 
Many men are perſwaded that they , and their 
Chauncellonrs , Commiſoarics , Officials , Dodtours , 


rodto wrs , Regifters , Prſivants, Apparitours ,-and 
D 3 others 
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others of that curſed crew ,.do rake and ſcrape 
from the: Subje&t more then would ſuffice to 
pay to our King two ot three S#h/idies every 
yeere, And what becommeth of all this ? It 
maintaineth a company of idle Belly-gods, ang a 
number of ungodly and ungratious perſons , 
which are unprofitable burdens of the earth, 
and are onely whips in Gods hand to ſcourge 
and chaſtiſe his people withall : whoſe ſervice 
when-the Lord hath uſed a while for that pur- 
poſe , hee wil then moſt certainely throw his 
Rods into the fire , Eſay, 9. 5. 12: Andifin the 
meane ſeaſon our moſt wiſe and judicious King 
would bee pleaſed to ſqeazethem , and to take 
from them that thick :clay wherewith they are 
overladen , hee ſhoald do a worke acceptable to 
God, and ſuch as wherein his ſoule might take 
a great deale of comfort here , and which would 
much further his reckoning. in the. day of the 
Lord leſus, when bee ſhall come with power & gyear 
glory ts judge both the quick & the dead. 

6 His Mijeſtie ſhall do a worke of ſingular 
Charity and mercy to the ſoules of theſe Bload- 
ſucker: , if hee will bee pleaſed , in compaſſion 
and commiſeration of their deplored and deſpe- 
rate condition , to pluck them out of thoſe 
peſtilentiall places , which they do unjuſtly 
uſurpe, and mot tyrannouſly abnſe, to the pro- 
vocation of the wnth & diſpleaſure of the great 
God of heaven, & tothe opening of the mouthes 


of the enemies of the Gaſpel , who by the exor- 


bitancies and inſolencies of theſe proud men take 
occaſion 


31 
occaſion to blaſpheme and fpeake evill of that 
facred truth which wee profeſſe,- and to traduce. 
and maligne our government, 10 the diſhonoug 
of our vation, and the,diſgracgof our King and 
countrie, both at home andia foraine parts. Moſt 
certaine it is , that ifthey bee let alone intheir 
courſe , they go on deſperately in a way that 
leadeth to death, the iſſue whereof will bee hell, 
and eternall woe and miſery in another world : 
whereas if their prefermets , with which they are 
even fatted and glutted above meaſure,might bee 
taken from them, and they put upon the worke 
of the Miniftery , . which they were bredde and 
brought up to , it might pleaſe God that that 
might bce a meanes to pluck them our of the 
fire, and to fave the ſoules of ſome of them , if 
amongſt that curſed company there be any that be. 
long to the eletion of grace; whereot I confeſle 
there is a great deale of queſtion to bee made. 
For the moſt of them do maliciouſly and deſpite. 
fully oppoſe the truch , and do witha high hand 
ſer themſclves againſt the good waies of God, & 
do moſt furiouſly and fiercely perſccute all thoſe 
poore Chriſtians that ſet their faces towards Sion, 
and indevaur to walke with their God in the 
truth & uprightnes of their harts, & will not bee 
drawne for .fcare or favour to conforme them- 
ſelves to thoſe ſhamefull corruptions in doctrine 
anddiſcipline, which they multiply daily, & prefle 
hotely upon men, without cither feare or wit, 
to the ruine of our Church, and the ſupplanting 
and undermining of our moſt holy. & heavenly 
Fe | Religion, 
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Religion ; the bringing in of which not many 
yeeres (ince coſt a great deale of bloud. And as 
for thoſe few of them in whom there is any 
ſpgike of goodnes , the eye of whoſe underſtan- 
ding is nor yet quite put out, that which they in 
the courſe of their government do againſt the 
truth, and ſervants, and caufe of God, they do it 
againſt the perſwaſion of their owne harts , and 
againſt the checks of their conſciences , which 
purſue them ſo cloſe, anddo fo terrify & affright 
them, that without all boubt they can have little 
Or no peace at — ſuchan adverſary with- 
in them, as will never ſuffer them to bee quiet, 
bur is {tjll accuſing & tormenting them whether 
they ſleepe or wake. Which 
tily long agoe, that of our Biſhops ze beſt were rhe 
worſt , becauſe that which they did , they did 
cleane againſt the haire,and knew right well that 
they {innedagainſtGod inthedoing of it;zwhich 
is a fearfull aggravation of their iniquity. Hee 
that was f Biſhop of London when that lamentable 
havock and ſpoyle was made amongſt our Mi- 
niſters about the beginning of King 7ames bis 
raigne , after that hee had in the Conſiſtory (u- 
ſpended and deprived ſome of the Miniſters of 
I'ondon,was the whole night following in'ſuch 
a heate and ſweate ( it beeing then a cold ſeaſon 
of the yeare , about the beginning of February ) 
that although there was a good fire in his cham- 
ber, & they which attended him plyed him with 
hoteclothes, as faſt as they could poſſibly warme 
them at the fire, & bring them to him lying m 
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in his bed, yet could they not all that night, with 
all that they could'do , coole him , and dry up his 
{weate; as ſome yet alive can teſtify , who then 
waited upon him in his chamber: Hee was ſo 
perplexed and terrified with the thoughts of that 
which hee had done, that hee could take no reſt ; 
nordid hee ever claw it off, but died very quickly 
after it. Within a few daies after (for hee lived 
not many ) hee aid openly at his table , that the 
Perſecutions of thoſe times were worſe then thoſe 


in Queene CMaries daies. * One who ſateatthe * B. Mor» 
table with him,then a Deave now a Biſhop, hearing ton. 


him ſay fo, ſpake to him in latine, & prayed him 
to forbeare ſuch ſpeeches,relling him that if they 
came to the Kings care,they would beeill taken. 
For anſwere whereunto hee ſaid againe in en- 
gliſh , with a great deale of vehemencyand ear 
neſtnes, that the preſent Perſecutions were greater 
and farre more grievous then thoſe in Queene 
Maries daies were ; & hce gave his reaſonsfor it. 
For then, ſaith hee,men were quickly diſpatched 
out of the way, whereas now they are forced to 
live in miſery ; anda languiſhing life every man 
knowcath to bee a lingering death. Then men 
were permitted to ſpeake freely for themſelves ; 
whereas now atthe firſt daſh , faith hee, the 02h 
is tendered to them , which -if they refuſe , to 
priſon they go without any mercy or pity ; no 
baile will ſerve the turne, What would this man 
have faid if hee had lived tp ſee theſe' times? A 
ſtrange kinde of creatures theſe Biſhops bee : they 
are ncither fiſh nor fleſh, nor yet good red her-- 
E ring. 
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ring, as the old Proverbe is. A man cannot tell 


what to make of them. Papiſts they would not 
bee thought to bee,& yet many of thtm are little 
better. Good Proteſtants ſurely very few of 
them bee. Thoſe amongſt them, which bee not 
downe-right Papiſts, looke ſhrewdly.that way, & 
maintaine many of their groſle and abſurd opi- 
nions,and make no bones to affirme openly, that 
there is not ſuch a diſtance betweene them and 
us, but that wee may meete them in the midway; 
nor ſuch a diſcrepance & difference betwixt their 
religion and ours, but that they may bee caſily 
reconciled,if men were peaceably minded, And 


*B. Moun accordingly * ſome of them have mediated moſt 
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ſhamefully both in Pulpit and in Print for a Paci- 
fication,& have indevoured to makea hotch-potch 
and a GallimaWſrie of both religions mixed and 
blended together , to the utter ſubverting and 
rooting out of that glorious Goſpel of our blei- 
ſed Lozd and Saviour , which hath becne hereto« 
fore for many yeeres moſt couragiouſly & con- 
ſtantly profeſſed and maintained amongſt us 
againſt all adverſaries whatſoever, If the Lord 
bec not the more merciful to us, they will bring 
us back againe into Egypt before we are aware; 
for it appeareth plainely now to all the world, 
that that is the thing which they ayme mainely 
at ; & it ſeemeth that.they care not who know. 
eth it, Nor is itany new or ſtrange thing that 
Biſhops ſhould looke gowards Popery; for ſo have 
their Predeceſſours done before them: An 


Blaekyel. } Archpricſt many yeeres ago being priſoner in 
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the Clinke, where divers Miniſters of the Goſpel 
were allo priſoners at the ſame time, ſaid to one 
of th:m,that hee marvelled of what religion the 
Biſhops of England were. Vs, faith hee , they 
commict becauſe wee are Papiſts , as they terme 
us ; and you they commit, becauſe you will-nor 
bee Papiſts. That they perſecute us, faith hee, it 
isnot much to bee marvelledat, becauſe there is 
ſome ſceming difference betweene them and us, 
though it bee not much: but that one Miniſter of 
the Gofpel ſhould perlecute another, & that one 
Proteſtant ſhould purſue another to bonds and 
impriſonment for religions ſake that is a ſtrange 
thing. But of the two,ſaith hee,they love us the 
better. A Papiſt they like well ynough, if they 
durſt ſhewit , but Puritanes they hate with their 
bart ; and thatall the world may (ee. Surely hee 
ſpake the truth. For Papitts they love,and like, & 
hug in their boſomes in ſecret: but Puritanes, 
as they nickname them , & all purity & ſyncerity 
they do utterly abhorre. Arc theſe wolves then 
fit to have the government of the ſheepe- of 
Chriſt ? Nay is it not more then time that they 
ſhould bee unhorſed; and throwne violently out 
of their places, before they ruine and ſpoyle all, 
which they will do very (peedily if they beelet 
alone?They have alrezdy brought this Kingdome 
intoa moſtlamentable condition ; & if they bee 
not looked to the ſooner, it is to bee feaged that 
they will putall inzo a confuſion & combuſtion; 
for they are deſperately (ct upon miſchiefe, 

7 Itis a matter worthy to bee conſidered of, 
how our State can quitt it ſelfe of guilt and finne 
| againſt 
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againſt God, inthat it tolerateth, and hath not in 
allthis time with indignation caſt out theſe Anti 
chriſtian uſurpers,which are ſo pernicious & preju- 
diciall both ro our church and commonwealth, 
The Magiſtrate,by the ordinance & appointment 
of God, is to take care that both the Tables of 
Gods law bee ducly kept. Now,thele proud Pre- 
lats are delinquents againſt both of them, & they 
tranſgreſſe with a high hand. As their places are 
accurſed, ſo thcir demeanour and deportment in 
themis moſt ryrannous and cruel. They robbe 
God of his glory,and the Church of a great deale 
of comfort; and the commonwealth they pill & 
pole above meaſute, And yet thele facrilegious & 
traiterous T mme-ſervers are not onely tolerated, but 
countenanced alſo , and upheld amongſt us; the 
more is the pity. For molt ſure & certaine it is; 
that when ſinne in a ſtate is not duely puniſhed, 
the land is defiled,and Gods wrath is provoked ; 
which will not bee pacified but by infliting due 
and deſerved puniſhment upon Tranſerefiours 
Numb. 35. 33. Io which regard there is good hope con- 
ccived , that our King & State will take this matter into 
ſerious confideration,and will now at laſt execute the juſt 
vengeance of our God upon theſe enormous and egregions 
Malefattours , who have fo long & lo defpitefully rroden 
under foote the holy and bleficd Ordinances of Chriſt, 
and inſtead of them haye advanced and ſet up the fond & 
foolifh deviſes of their owne giddy braines; which is{uc 

a high dyhonour to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and ſuch a hor 

rible indignity offered to him, as wee have good caule ro 
hope that this Chriſtian State will no longer endnre; 
eſpecially when all theſe things above-menittoned ſhal 
bee laid together, and well weighed in the ballance of 
Gods Sanctuary, 
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